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them owned lands there. The Sudras formed the backbone
of the nation and the prosperity of the nation depended on
them, to a very great extent.43 The Reddies, Velamas and
Kammas of the Sudra castes were the land-owning
communities. They were responsible for the prosperitiy of
Vijayanagara empire. Kapus came into prominance from the
time of Devaraya since the Reddi Chief Panta Mailaca had
pleased Devaraya by crushing the wicked Kings and by
paying homage to the Raya and giving him the great gifts.
This is related in an inscription of 1428-29A.D.44 The military
achievements of Krishnadevaraya were of course responsible
for the close co-operation with them as suggested in an
epigraph dt 1516 A.D.45 It states that upon the request of
chief Gangareddi, the jChief" of Gangadhara, son of vetta
the Raya donted the village Nagulavarama to the brahmana
named Surya who had predicted that the Telugu country
would pass into the hands of Vijayanagara. Though Kapu,
Kamma and Velama communities occupied a high position
in military they were the landed gentry of the country and
were appointed as Amaranayakas. Many inscriptions attest
of this. Some of the Suydra families like Kapus possessed
landed property, but majority of them could not get sufficient
income from their lands, for their subsistence. They had to
work as tenants or as farm labourers to make up the
deficiency. Some of the Sudras belonged to the artisan
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